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APS: A Step in the Proper Direction
  

Dear APS Friends:
  

Roughly a month ago, I delivered my
state of the schools address to the
community and talked about a wide
range of topics affecting education,
families and our city. It would be
impossible to deliver that speech without
some analysis of our financial picture. 
 
I had mentioned in my remarks that it
appeared state funding for Akron Public
Schools (APS) for the next year would
be running right about where it was for
this year. But, since my speech, we have
heard some more encouraging budget
news that has come directly out of Governor Mike DeWine's office.
In fact, it came one week ago and was met with favorable reviews
by superintendents throughout much of Ohio. 
 
As we all continue to try to do more with less and concern ourselves
with keeping pace with expenses by going to our voters for levies,
any unexpected infusion of capital such as the governor talked
about is going to be met with enthusiasm. By the way, the average
school system in Ohio goes back to its voters every three years to
ask for levy support. In Akron, APS has not been on the ballot since
2012 when our citizens passed a critical 7.9-mill levy. Seven years
of strong fiscal management, consolidation of our footprint and
administrative space, more aggressive pursuit of grant funding and
myriad other methods have bought us more time while other
districts have gone to voters twice in that same period.  
 
The Office of the Governor of Ohio informed us of Mr. DeWine's
proposal for the K-12 Wellness and Success Funding. This is just
the first step in the fiscal years 2020-21 budget process, as the
budget now goes to the state legislature. 
 
In his proposal, Governor DeWine wants to create an entity called
the Ohio Books from Birth Foundation and invest $5 million in it. The
foundation would provide children in Ohio with a book every month
for the first five years of their lives. Also, as part of the governor's
plan:
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Schools would receive more funding for student wellness
($550 million for supports like mental health counseling and
mentoring) and for prevention education ($20 million, the
majority of which would be granted in partnership with the
state's Alcohol, Drug and Mental Health boards).
The state would fund "micro-degrees" for at least 10,000
Ohioans a year at a cost of $15 million each year. These
micro-degrees are low-cost, industry credentials that typically
take less than a year to finish.
Tuition guarantees would be a requirement for the state's
public universities.
Funding for the Ohio College Opportunity Grant would be
increased by $47 million over the biennium. The state would
also expand funding for the Choose Ohio First Scholarship,
the National Guard Scholarship and the War Orphans
Scholarship programs. 

As with all things governmental, this will take time. But, I'm a patient
man, especially when it comes to our students receiving any sort of
extra support. And support for what we call the social-emotional
needs of our kids, along with what they need for a good education,
requires more resources. That is why we have nurtured
partnerships with businesses, organizations and foundations
throughout the community to assist in these endeavors. These
partnerships -- perhaps you or your organization are part of the APS
team -- are invaluable. 
 
They bring time, talent and financial resources in many cases
directly into our schools. Expertise is shared with our students that
helps their future whether it is in college or university or for a direct
path to a career. Those resources are proving to be incredibly
worthwhile and significant. 
 
From what we have learned, Governor DeWine's K-12 Wellness
and Success plan would add roughly $5 million to the APS mission
of bolstering wrap-around supports for our students. What makes
this all the better is that we have quite a good amount of experience
already in the area of creating these supports and offering them to
our families via the I PROMISE School, LeBron James and the
LeBron James Family Foundation. 
 
The model that is that school is precisely what we want to replicate
in as many of our elementary schools as possible. Any extra funding
from Columbus specific to this mission is going to be valuable to
APS families. So many of our students face barriers to learning that
can only be broken down with the wrap-around supports I'm talking
about here. Mentoring. Social supports. Mental health and
emotional supports. All are vital ingredients in learning for many
children, especially those living in poverty or in some other
compromised situation. 
 
Our premier partner, United Way of Summit County, has been quite
the shot in the arm for our district, and I must thank the good folks
there again publicly for all they do in pursuing their Bold Goals on
behalf of this community and its families. 
 
For many years, our school system was somewhat insular.
Educators can be that way. But, being inclusive now of partners with
expertise in business, banking, manufacturing, health and medicine,
social services, communications, engineering, tires and auto design,
even architecture, theatre and fashion design, and merchandising
has reaped early rewards for our kids and their futures. This can
only get better as long as we continue to nurture these relationships
and have the kind of fiscal resources to help support it. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

For years, Ohio has gone through real trauma over funding for
education. I must say it was refreshing to hear the news a week ago
from Governor DeWine that he is pursing not just additional funding,
but he is targeting some of the areas where the need is greatest. 
 
Thank you for allowing me to share my thoughts with you again in
Community Connect for March. I'll be back with more APS news for
you in April.
 
Best Wishes, 

 

 David W. James
 Superintendent

 Akron Public Schools
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